
 

Religious Studies  
Cultural Capital & 

Enrichment 
opportunities 

 
 

There are many 
festivals in our local 
area during the time 
of the first term, such 

as Diwali.  We will 
invite key speakers in 
to develop knowledge 

in these areas. 
 

Debating will be a key 
feature of the lessons, 
allowing students to 
articulate their ideas 

with supporting 
evidence  

 
Learning beyond the 
classroom- Long Field 
is less multi-cultural 
than a lot of schools 
in the local area.  We 
aim to set up visits to 
other schools within 
the trust to promote 

cultural exchange 
programmes. 

 
Church Visit During 

enrichment days 
 
 

 

Curriculum Intent:  
All students will have religious studies for one lesson per week at key stage 3.  Students will study the key beliefs and practices of 
the main world religions.  They will develop and array of language skills that allow them to format an argument in a persuasive 
manor, as well as using religious teachings and texts to support their ideas further. Students will also study these ideas 
thematically, which allows them to apply religious teachings to key philosophical and ethical issues in the modern world, allowing 
them to think critically and empathically about wider issues.   This will also give them a wider understanding of the world around 
them as well as the differences in rituals and beliefs that exist within different cultures.  We want our students to be confident and 
articulate in the art of debate and reasoning.  Our curriculum aims to engage students on to a five-year spiralling continuation 
in their learning journeys, of both knowledge and understanding of religion, culture and worldwide issues, and is compliant 
with the Leicestershire syllabus. 
 
 

Year 7 

Units/Topics/Overview/Knowledge/Skills 

Topic 1- Myths and Symbols- Students will learn the key concepts and key beliefs within 
the six world religions and this will be used to help them to understand symbolism in 
these religions.  They will learn key words and develop an understanding of how beliefs 
influence practices and rituals and how this is symbolised in these actions. Students will 
look at a case study of Passover to apply their knowledge and think about how traditional 
beliefs influence practice in the modern world.  
 
Topic 2- Festivals- Students will learn about some of the key religious practices and 
reasons that festivals occur.  They will link ideas about the foundations of religions that 
they should have studies at KS2 with festivals that they see around them.  They will learn 
key words and develop an understanding of how beliefs influence religious believers in 
the modern world, with the aim being that they can develop a sense of understanding 
about the benefits and problems that religious beliefs have in relation to practicalities 
and ethical issues surrounding festivals.  
 
 
Topic 3- Founders- Students will study develop a wider knowledge of the historical 
contexts and foundations of the main 6 religions in the world.  They will begin to look at 
key religious texts and articles of faith to support and develop their own ideas.  They will 

Links to previous & future content 
 
Students will learn the key beliefs and 
then apply them to key ideas and 
beliefs that they can see in the 
modern world.  They should already 
have a basic foundation of knowledge 
about this from KS2, and these 
modules aim to develop their KS2 
knowledge in a way that allows them 
to apply it to things they see in the 
modern world.  They will also think 
about their basic knowledge of 
religions as they apply it to the idea of 
symbolism.  
 
Founders allows students to think 
again about religious festivals and 
symbolism and see that it has a deeply 
routes historical and geographical 
foundation.  



look at the significance of certain places in the world in terms of religious history as well 
as developing ideas about how this links to myths, symbols and ley practices in the 
modern world.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We will look at 
differences in 
language, culture and 
traditions from 
around the world.  
 
Students will develop 
new knowledge that 
might challenge their 
own ideas.  
There will be 
opportunities for 
debate where 
students are 
encouraged to use 
key vocabulary to 
articulate an 
argument.  
 
Mosque visit and Case 
studies of people 
involved in conflict, 
such as Malala. 
Church visit to discuss 
the outreach projects 
they do.  
 
 
 
 
 

Assessment & Review Opportunities 
Link to PLC information can be found here.  

Term 1 Term 2 Term3 

10 question quiz for myths and symbols 
End of unit assessment for myths and 

symbols  
Peer and self-assessment opportunities 

throughout 10 question quiz for festivals 
 

10 question quiz for festivals 
End of unit assessment for festivals 

 
Peer and self-assessment opportunities 

throughout 

10 question quiz for founders 
End of unit assessment for founders 

 
Peer and self-assessment 
opportunities throughout 

Year 8 

Units/Topics/Overview/Knowledge/Skills 

 
Topic 1- Pilgrimage- students will develop knowledge about the differences between a 
journey and a sacred journey with religious significance.  They will look at key vocabulary 
associated with the main six religions as well as the key rituals in each religious place we 
look at.  Students will ‘travel around the world’ looking at the different religious and 
cultural differences that happen during these spiritual journeys.  Students will ink these 
ideas to scriptures and foundations of religion.  
 
 
Topic 2- Religion in the media- Students will develop an awareness of the different 
religious and cultural traditions that exist.  They will use religious scripture to search for 
meaning and reasons behind these traditions and they will assess the significance of 
them in modern society by focusing on how they are portrayed in the media.  They will 
also think about how the media might discriminate, focusing on as well as thinking wider 
ethical debates surrounding religious dress codes.  They will learn more about the 
foundations of religion from studying scripture as well as looking at what that means in 
contemporary society with a heavy media presence.  
 
 

Links to previous & future content 
 
This module will support the previous 
modules from year 7 as it will enhance 
what they already know and add more 
depth to it by allowing them to apply 
key beliefs, practices and foundations 
to a place of religious significance. 
They will be able to make comparisons 
between the foundations and 
practices of religions.  
Students will already have a basis of 
knowledge about pilgrimage and 
religious practices and they will be 
able to develop these ideas by looking 
at how this applied to religious and 
cultural clothing and the reasons 
behind some of the clothing that is 
worn, and how this is represented in 
the media, as well as linking it back to 
their year 7 module on festivals.  



Term 1- Topic 2- Religion, human rights and social justice- students will look at what 
human rights are, why we should have them and how religious people view them.  From 
this comes the issue of prejudice, why it may happen and how religious people might 
respond to this.  Students will also explore ideas surrounding poverty, wealth and 
inequality, looking at reasons for poverty and exploitation and how believers respond to 
this.  

In terms of religion, human rights and 
social justice, this module incorporates 
all elements covered so far and 
encourages students to think critically 
about it using a moral dilemma.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Key vocabulary is 
re-visited and new 
vocabulary practiced.  
 
Lots of opportunity 
for debate where 
students can use key 
vocabulary and 
religious ideas to 
articulate their views. 
 
Case study of Derek 
Bentley  
 
Different cultures and 
religions from around 
the world are 
explored 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assessment & Review Opportunities 
Link to PLC information can be found here. 

Term 1 Term 2 Term3 

10-mark quiz for pilgrimage 
Hajj assessment for pilgrimage 
Final assessment for pilgrimage 

 
Peer and self-assessment opportunities 

10-mark quiz for religion in the media 
End of unit religion in the media 

 
Peer and self-assessment opportunities 

10-mark quiz for religion, war and 
peace 

End of year assessment 
 

Peer and self-assessment 
opportunities 

 

Year 9 
Units/Topics/Overview/Knowledge/Skills 

 
Theme 1- Beliefs and values 
Students will explore the bigger questions associated with key religious beliefs, such as 
creation, the existence of God, the nature of God and miracles.  They will then go on to 
explore law and order.  It is about what is meant by crime, including the idea of evil and 
the way society deals with offenders.  It looks at the impacts of crimes, and the 
suffering caused, and how we should help victims of crime.  It is also about why we 
punish offenders and the debate about the death penalty.  Key to this module are 
religious ideas about human nature, repentance and forgiveness.  They will look at a 
case study of Derek Bentley to apply their knowledge and assess the ethical issues 
involved the death penalty.  They will also look at key religious texts to build and 
argument.  
 
 
Theme 2- Rites of passage 
Students will explore religious and cultural issues surrounding rites of passage across 
the world and they will be able to explore the reasons behind these traditions by 
exploring ideas about life and death.  They will then use these basic traditional beliefs to 

Links to previous & future content 
 
 
Students will draw on prior 
knowledge, in particular the 
foundations and key beliefs of 
religion.  They will re-visit some key 
quotes and ideas from religious texts 
in order to apply them to the 
scenario of the death penalty.   This 
unit allows them to use the basic 
foundation of knowledge to apply it 
to wider issues and questions asked 
of religion in the modern world. 
They will also re-visit some of the 
human rights learnt about in the 
peace and conflict module in year 8.  
 
Students will develop ideas from the 
beliefs and values module as well as 



look at ideas regarding the ethics of practices in religious and cultural sects around the 
world.  This theme also develops ideas about personal and sexual relationships as a rite 
of passage, including heterosexual and homosexual relationships.  It goes on to explore 
how people show their commitment through marriage and other forms of cohabitation 
and what the family in the twenty-first century look like.  Sometimes relationships end, 
so the theme also explores divorce as well as remarriage.  Students end this module by 
looking at the case study of Forrest Gump, and linking religious, cultural and ethical 
ideas to the film.  

their prior knowledge in year 7 and 8 
to develop well grounded opinions 
and ideas about rites of passage. 
They will re-visit key texts and 
vocabulary to help them reach a 
conclusion about ethical issues.  

Assessment & Review Opportunities 
Link to PLCs can be found here. 

Assessment Term 1 Assessment Term 2 Assessment Term 3 
2 X 10 question quiz on beliefs and 
values 
1 x assessment on beliefs and values 

1 assessment on beliefs and values 
1 10 question quiz on rites of passage 
1 assessment on rites of passage 

1 10 question quiz on rites of passage 
1 end of unit assessment on rites of 
passage 

 
 
 
 
 

Religious Studies Years 10 & 11 
Cultural Capital & 

Enrichment 
opportunities 

 
Debating will be a key 
feature of the lessons, 
allowing students to 
articulate their ideas 

with supporting 
evidence  

 
Learning beyond the 
classroom- Long Field 
is less multi-cultural 
than a lot of schools 
in the local area.  We 
aim to set up visits to 
other schools within 

Religious Studies Curriculum Intent:  
All students will study the key beliefs and practices of two religions: Christianity and Islam.  This will be studied for 3 lessons per 
week, and students will develop and array of language skills that allow them to format an argument in a persuasive manor, as well 
as using religious teachings and texts to support their ideas further. Students will also study at least 4 thematic modules of their 
choosing which allow them to apply religious teachings to key philosophical and ethical issues in the modern world, allowing them 
to think critically and empathically about wider issues.   This will also give them a wider understanding of the world around them 
as well as the differences in rituals and beliefs that exist within different cultures.  We want our students to be confident and 
articulate in the art of debate and reasoning.  
 

Year 10 
Units/Topics/Overview/Knowledge/Skills 

Term 1- Topic 1- Key beliefs in Christianity- Students will learn the key concepts and key 
beliefs within Christianity and the foundations of the religion.  They will learn key words 
and develop an understanding of how beliefs influence Christians in the modern world, 

Links to previous & future content 
 
Students will learn the key beliefs and 
then apply them to philosophical and 
ethical issues in future modules, which 



the trust to promote 
cultural exchange 

programmes. 
 

Visit from 
Imam/mosque visit- 

this will allow 
students to 

experience and see 
what being a Muslim 
means in a religious 

setting 
 

Church Visit 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key terminology to be 
reinforced 

Visits from someone 
who has witness’s 

euthanasia or 
abortion 

 
This module will allow 
students to gain a 
wider knowledge of 
the UK law on the 
subject of human 
rights as well as what 
impact Brexit might 
have on the human 
rights of people in the 
UK 
 



with the aim being that they can develop a sense of understanding about the benefits 
and problems that religious beliefs have in relation to a range of ethical and philosophical 
dilemmas.  They will look at the concepts of evil and suffering, the nature of God, beliefs 
about creation and the origins of the religion by looking at the life and key teachings of 
Jesus.  
 
Term 1- Topic 2- Key beliefs in Islam- Students will learn the key concepts and key beliefs 
within Islam and the foundations of the religion.  They will learn key words and develop 
an understanding of how beliefs influence Muslims in the modern world, with the aim 
being that they can develop a sense of understanding about the benefits and problems 
that religious beliefs have in relation to a range of ethical and philosophical dilemmas. 
They will look at the concepts of evil and suffering, the nature of God, beliefs about 
creation and the origins of the religion by looking at the life and key teachings of the 
Prophet Muhammad.  
 
Term 2- Topic 3- Religion and Life- This will be the first of the thematic modules. 
Students will think about science and religion; how they compare and how they clash, 
especially on ideas about the origins of the universe and life.  This leads logically to other 
parts of the theme as, secondly, they will think about the world, including environmental 
issues and animal rights.  Then finally they will consider the value of human life, including 
issues of euthanasia and abortion.  
 
 
Term 2- Topic 4- Religion, human rights and social Justice- Firstly, students will look at 
human rights; what they are, why we should have them and how religious people may 
view them.  From this comes the issue of prejudice- what it is, and why it might happen; 
religious attitudes to prejudice and discrimination, both general and in specific situations. 
Finally, poverty- both in the UK and across the world; why there is poverty, exploitations 
of the poor, religious attitudes to poverty and to helping those in poverty.  
 
Term 3- Topic 5- Practices in Christianity- Students will study a wider range of concepts 
and ideas, thinking about how religious beliefs lead to key practices and rituals in the 
contemporary world.  They will explore, and think critically about the balance between 
belief and modern life, the importance of prayer, pilgrimage and baptism to name a few. 
Through the development of ideas from the previous modules, they can then apply their 
own ideas to philosophical and ethical issues.  

will allow for a regular repeat of 
information and discussion about how 
theses religious beliefs and ideas link 
to the modern world.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
They key religious beliefs are applied 
to the ethical issues of abortion and 
euthanasia, so will be reinforced 
through this application 
 
 
 
 
They key religious beliefs are applied 
to the ethical issues of abortion and 
euthanasia, so will be reinforced 
through this application.  We can also 
link back to the theme of religion and 
life when exploring rights and 
responsibilities.  
 
This module will support the previous 
beliefs modules as it will enhance 
what they already know and add more 
depth to it.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mosque visit of not 
done in year 10 to see 
religious services 
taking place 
 
 
 
 
Case studies of 
people involved in 
conflict, such as 
Malala.  
 
Possible trip to 
Jerusalem, or a visit 
from the ‘solutions 
not sides’ group 
 
A case study of Derek 
Bentley will allow 
them to articulate an 
argument based on 
fairness and justice in 
the UK 

Assessment & Review Opportunities 
Link to the RS Specification can be found here. 



Term 1 Term 2 Term3 

End of unit test for Christianity 
End of unit test for Islam 

4 knowledge tests 
Short answer tests 

Regular discussion of longer answer 
questions as well as practice on these 

prior to end of unit tests 

End of unit test for religion and life 
End of unit test for Religion, human rights 

and social Justice 
4 knowledge tests 
Short answer tests 

Regular discussion of longer answer 
questions as well as practice on these 

prior to end of unit tests 

End of unit test for Christianity 
Mock exams 

4 knowledge tests 
Short answer tests 

Regular discussion of longer answer 
questions as well as practice on these 

prior to end of unit tests 

Year 11 

Units/Topics/Overview/Knowledge/Skills 

Term 1- Topic 1- Practices in Islam- Students will study a wider range of concepts and 
ideas, thinking about how religious beliefs lead to key practices and rituals in the 
contemporary world.  They will explore, and think critically about the balance between 
belief and modern life, the importance of prayer, pilgrimage and baptism to name a few. 
Through the development of ideas from the previous modules, they can then apply their 
own ideas to philosophical and ethical issues.  
 
Term 1- Topic 2- Religion, peace and conflict- The first part of this theme considers the 
religious concepts relation to violence, terrorism and war.  Students will learn the 
concepts of peace, justice, forgiveness and reconciliation, and religious beliefs and 
teachings about these.   They will also have to explore religious beliefs and teachings 
about violence and terrorism, both of which some religious people are involved in. 
Students will look at how religion may cause conflict as well as religious attitudes to 
nuclear war, as well as how religious people help to resolve conflict.  
 
 
 
Term 2- Topic 3- Religion, crime and punishment- This theme is about law and order.  It 
is about what is meant by crime, including the idea of evil and the way society deals with 
offenders.  It looks at the impacts of crimes, and the suffering caused, and how we 
should help victims of crime.  It is also about why we punish offenders and the debate 
about the death penalty.  Key to this module are religious ideas about human nature, 
repentance and forgiveness.  
 
 

Links to previous & future content 
 
This module will support the previous 
beliefs modules as it will enhance 
what they already know and add more 
depth to it. 
There will also be an opportunity to 
develop critical thinking via the 
application of key practices to ethical 
issues that have already been studied. 
 
Students will be able to look at key 
beliefs and practices of Islam and 
Christianity again in order to apply 
them to these ethical issues. This will 
also involve the revision of key quotes 
to enhance this application of prior 
knowledge.  
 
Students are able to use prior 
knowledge from the human rights 
module and apply it to the issue of the 
death penalty, as well as reinforcing 
key religious beliefs which can be 
applied to the idea of crime and 
punishment.  
 



Term 2- Topic 4- Religion and family life- NOTE- this will be a condensed unit on order to 
promote skills needed in the exam through revision of key concepts.  It will also give 
students the opportunity to have more choice when it comes to answering the exam 
questions.  This theme is about personal and sexual relationships, including heterosexual 
and homosexual relationships.  It goes on to explore how people show their commitment 
through marriage and other forms of cohabitation and what the family in the twenty-first 
century look like.  Sometimes relationships end, so the theme also explores divorce as 
well as remarriage.  Finally, it considers gender equality, particularly in the context of 
roles in the home.  
 
Term 3- Revision- students will fill in a knowledge and skills sheet and these will be 
compared with grades achieved in module assessments.  A revision topic schedule will be 
agreed with students based on their biggest areas of weakness/most needed 
improvement.   There will also be a strong focus on exam technique.  

This will be a revision module as well 
as sharing new content and helps to 
develop ideas in previous modules on 
human rights and social justice.  It also 
allows students to think critically and 
apply religious teachings and practices 
to the ethical issues raised.  This 
module will focus on exam technique.  

Assessment & Review Opportunities 
Link to the RS Specification can be found here. 

Term 1 Term 2 Term3 

End of unit test for Islam 
End of unit test for Religion, peace and 

conflict 
4 knowledge tests 
Short answer tests 

Regular discussion of longer answer 
questions as well as practice on these 

prior to end of unit tests 

End of unit test for Islam crime and 
punishment 

End of unit test for families 
 4 knowledge tests 
Short answer tests 

Regular discussion of longer answer 
questions as well as practice on these 

prior to end of unit tests 

Regular mocks/exam practice and 
feedback to aid and support revision 

What next?  
Further study- Religious studies A-Level goes in to more depth about historical contexts of religious teachings, as well as looking 
at key theorists regarding philosophy as well as approaches to solving ethical dilemmas.  It could also like well with psychology 
and sociology and many of the modules in all three subjects lend support to each other.  Possible options for further study 
where Religious Studies GCSE are listed below:  
 

A-Level Options Degree Options Careers 
Religious Studies  
Philosophy 
Psychology 
Sociology 
Criminology 

Religious Studies 
Philosophy 
Ethics 
Theology 
Sociology 

Advice worker. 

Archivist. 

Charity fundraiser. 

Counsellor. 



Politics 
 
This could also link to some science 
subjects with the discussion of medical 
ethics, abortion, euthanasia etc.  

Psychology 
History 
Politics 
Human Rights 
Law 

Civil Service administrator. 

Community development worker. 

Editorial assistant. 

Newspaper journalist.  

Nursing 

Teaching 

Also, any career that links to law, 
human rights and social justice as well 
as uniformed services. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


